Atkins returned from a distant station, this poor woman,
who was awaiting him at Plymouth, put off in a boat,
boarded the ship as soon as it came to anchor, and ran to
welcome him as her husband.
The following Extraordinary Investigation, cut out of a
Journal of the day, would have excited our Doctor's curi-
osity, and have led him on to remoter speculations.
'On Tuesday afternoon an adjourned inquest was held at
the Christchurch workhouse, Boundary-row, Blackfriars-
road, before Mr. R. Carter, on the body of Eliza Baker,
aged 17, who was found drowned at the steps of Blackfriars-
bridge, on Saturday morning, by a police constable. Mr.
Peter Wood, an eating-house-keeper, in the Bermondsey
New-road, near the Bricklayers'Arms, having seen a para-
graph in one of the Sunday newspapers, that the body of a
female had been taken out of the Thames on the previous
day, and carried to the workhouse to be owned, and, from
the description given, suspecting that it was the body of a
young female who had lived in his service, but who had been
discharged by his wife on account of jealousy, he went to the
workhouse and recognized the body of the unfortunate girl.
He was very much agitated, and he cut off a lock of her hair,
and kissed the corpse. He immediately went to an under-
taker, and gave orders for the funeral. He then went to the
deceased's parents, who reside in Adelaide-place, White-
cross-street, Cripplegate, and informed them of the melan-
choly fate of their daughter. They also went to the work-
house, and, on being shown the body, were loud in their
lamentations.
'On the Jury having assembled on Monday evening, they
proceeded to view the body of the deceased, and, on their
return, a number of witnesses were examined, mostly rela-
tions, who swore positively to the body. From the evidence
it appeared that the deceased had lived with Mr. Wood as a
servant for four months, but his wife being jealous, she was
discharged about a month ago, since which time Mr. Wood
had secretly supplied her with money, and kept her from
want. Mrs. Biker, the mother of the deceased, and other
relations, in giving their evidence, spoke in severe terms of
the conduct of Mr. Wood, and said that they had no doubt